
 

 
 

Page 1 of 3 
 

Minutes of 14th Annual General Meeting 

Time and Date: 2:00 p.m. 11th August 2021 

Location: Burton Joyce & Bulcote Village Hall 

 

Notification Members were provided with notice of this AGM on June 

22nd 2021. The Constitution requires that members are 
provided with at least 21 days’ notice of the AGM. However, 
it also requires nomination forms for Committee members 

to be with the Business Secretary at least 28 days prior to 
the AGM - that is, by 13th July. It was therefore felt prudent 

to issue notification of the AGM 21 days’ prior to 13th July, 
to give adequate time for nomination forms to be signed 
and returned. Members were then provided on August 1st 

with access to the Chairman’s and Treasurer’s Reports, and 
the Annual Statement of Accounts via a link to their location 

on the website. 
 

Apologies Anne Hegarty 
Hilary MacCallum 
Judith Wright 

John Holler 
Bob and Sue Clifford 

Malcolm and Ann Littlefair 
Margaret Hutchby 
Leslie Teasdale 

Regina Rostance-Sachs 
Ann Whitfield 

Brenda Draper 

Mary Rumney 
Jacqui Hudson-Scott 
Barbara Palmer 

Jackie Taylor 
Dinah Dudley 

Sylvia Tyson 
Barrie Bakewell 
Patricia Holmes 

Margaret Barrett 
Mick Barrett 

Total: 23 

 

Number of 
Attendees 

 

74 members attended.  

 

 

 

Agenda Item Outcome 

Chairman’s Introduction 
Chairman Alwyn Foster welcomed everyone to the 14th AGM of 
Burton Joyce and District U3A, declared the meeting quorate, 

and set out the agenda. 
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Proposal to approve the Minutes of the 2020 AGM 

Proposed by Sue Hollings 
Seconded by Roz Taylor 

 

 

Approved 
unanimously 

Agenda Item Outcome 

Proposal to approve the Chairman’s Report 

Proposed by Pat Taylor 

Seconded by Christine Foster 
 

 

Approved 

unanimously 

Proposal to adopt the Statement of Accounts for the 
Year ended 30th June 2021 

Proposed by Anna Moore 
Seconded by Keith Stafford 

 

 
 

Approved 
unanimously 

Election of the Executive Committee 
Chairman Alwyn Foster and Groups Facilitator David 

Falkner stepped down from the Committee as both had 
served the maximum term permitted by the Constitution. 

The new committee was elected en bloc as all posts were 
uncontested.  

 
Officers: 

Anna Moore - Chairman 
Keith Bowker - Vice Chairman, New Members’ Welcomer, 

and Publicity 
Anne Hegarty - Treasurer 

Alan Comerie - Business Secretary 

 
Non-officer Committee Members: 

Rupert Williams – Membership Secretary 
Christine Shepherd – Speaker Finder 

Elaine Bass – Social Secretary 
Caroline Roberts – Membership Secretary 

Judith Wright – General Committee Member 
Rob Johnson – General Committee Member 

 
Colin Simm is to continue as Newsline Editor but, by his 

choice, not as a committee member. 
 

 

Proposal to appoint Clive Rogers the Independent 

Examiner of Accounts 
Proposed by Sue Hollings 

Seconded by John Fletcher 
 

 

 
Approved 

unanimously 
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Signed on behalf of Burton Joyce and District U3A 
 

 
 

 
………………………………………  Chairman 

 
 

 

 
……………………………………….  Secretary 

 
 

 
 

……………………………………….  Date 
 
 

 

 



BURTON JOYCE AND DISTRICT U3A 

Chairman’s Report - 10th August 2021. 

This has been a unique and difficult year for our u3a, living in a surreal world,  
created by the dreadful coronavirus pandemic, affecting not only Britain, but 
the whole world. Consequently we have not been able to hold monthly or 
interest groups meetings in the usual way since March last year. Zoom had 
arrived when we held our last AGM, by zoom, with some interest groups able 
to use this virtual means of holding meetings, as well as holding our monthly 
meetings by this means too. 


Contact was maintained with groups whose co-ordinators were encouraged 
to re-start their groups where possible, subject the government restrictions, 
a few of whom did so, meeting outside where permitted, or by zoom.


Now distancing restrictions have been removed we can look forward to a 
new start for our u3a and I know how much many of our members are 
looking forward to our monthly meetings in the Village Hall, the first on 
Tuesday 10th August at 1.45pm, where I look forward to seeing you. 


This meeting will also comprise a Special Meeting to propose the 
replacement of our existing constitution with a new one, followed by the 
AGM, both of which will be short meetings after which will be a talk by our 
speaker, John R. Whitfield, entitled “The 1950’s - Did We 

Really Have it so Good?”


The Committee 2020-2021. 

Even though there has largely been inactivity within our u3a over the past 
year, the committee has nevertheless remained alert and in full control by 
holding monthly or bi-monthly meetings since the last AGM, ensuring any 
problems were dealt with promptly.


 It has been a privilege to work with our talented and supportive committee 
during the last year. We have a truly working committee, each member 
having a role and everyone getting on so well.  Members report to the 
committee before each meeting, so all are acquainted with information in 
advance, thus saving time at meetings. Agenda items are timed for 
discussion, thus ensuring meetings last no longer than two hours.


Committee membership takes up perhaps a few hours each month. Being a 
committee member is satisfying, productive and fun too. New committee 
members are always being sought, so if you are in the slightest interested in 
finding out more please contact our Business Secretary, Alan Comerie, 



whose contact details can be found in the Committee Members list towards 
the end of this Newsline. Members can also attend committee meeting as 
observers. Contact should first be made with Alan to arrange to attend.


This is my last annual Chairman’s Report, as, having served for three years, I 
am retiring from the committee as required by our constitution. I would like to 
thank the committee for their commitment and support throughout.  


Beacon. 

The Beacon system is a complete on-line management system that enables 
u3a’s to manage their membership, finances and groups data in a secure 
environment. It is also a big time-saver for committee members and group 
co-ordinators using it and is available to all groups.


With more than 1000 u3a’s nationally, the system is currently being used by 
over 400 of those and our u3a has used it successfully for the past 3 years.  
It is especially an effective  system for our Membership Secretary as well as 
Groups Co-ordinators who carried on using it during the past year. Due to its 
wide use the National Office were looking to upgrade the system to meet 
future demands, but unfortunately the appointed external consultant has 
failed to deliver on a series of deadlines, so has withdrawn the support 
needed to keep the Project on track. In the meantime the National u3a 
Beacon team are progressing with minor improvements to the current 
system. 


Our groups, particularly Group Co-ordinators, not presently using the system 
are encouraged to do so, to make things easier for them and should contact 
Anna Moore, our Beacon Co-ordinator, who will be pleased to discuss and 
explain the benefits of using it and give the required help. 


Groups. 

The onset of the pandemic restrictions led to many restraints on groups 
meeting together in carrying out their activities and the formation of new 
groups. When government and national guidelines allowed, some groups 
with outside activities and limited numbers, managed to continue. As the 
year progressed, more groups were able to meet outside, observing social 
distancing. They included petanque, rambling, bowls, garden groups, speed 
walking and more.


 When government restrictions prohibited meetings, groups were 
encouraged to continue using zoom, which proved most successful once 
this new means of video conferencing became understood and familiar. 
Though second best to physically meeting, which was not permitted under 



government rules, this option proved an excellent alternative to meeting 
face-to-face, enabling groups to continue, but the social activity and 
interaction were much preferred and the return of face-to-face meetings long 
awaited. 


With the new recent relaxation of covid-19 restrictions and more members 
wanting to join in group activities, our u3a will begin to become more active 
and buoyant again, particularly when members have the confidence to meet 
together once more.


David Falkner, who has been Groups’ Facilitator and one of our two Vice-
Chairmen for the last three years, is retiring from the committee, as required 
by our constitution. Looking after the 70 or so interest groups is no mean 
task: David has done so with apparent ease. My grateful thanks go to David 
for all his endeavour, enthusiasm, commitment and humour during his 
membership of the committee.


Membership. 

As anticipated when membership renewal was due, a large number of 
members understandably declined to do so, either because our u3a had 
ceased to operate, albeit for a short time after which activities re-started in a 
small way to begin with, or they felt anxious and nervous of returning to meet 
together again, even though at that time it was not known when that would 
be permitted.


In September 2020 we had 415 members 73 of whom declined to renew last 
December. Now that we are opening up again with our first Village Hall 
meeting on 10th August, I am hopeful most will renew and return to our u3a 
family. As will be seen in this month’s Newsline, precautions will be taken at 
Village Hall monthly meetings


As at 24th July our membership stood at 344, including 10 new members 
who have joined over the last few months.


A big thanks go to Caroline Roberts, for efficiently administering our 
membership, which has not been an easy ask during this pandemic. Caroline 
is retiring as Membership Secretary after the permitted three years in that 
role.


Money. 

Our accounts are in their usual format as submitted to the Charities 
Commission and can be viewed on our website.  Our Treasurer, Anne 



Hegarty, has attached to the website a breakdown of the expenditure 
showing exactly how our subscription fees have been spent. 


It has been a very quiet year financially because of covid-19 so there is not 
much to report. National Office fees are up by £319.58 and due to a 
reduction in membership capitation fees are down by £210 and Beacon fees 
by £81. However, because of covid, the invoice for Third Age Matters 
magazines, usually sent out in April, was not sent until August, so we have 
paid two invoices this year, an extra £610. 


At the end of the year we had a total bank balance of £8,946.27.


The extra income over expenditure is £1,561.23. This is mainly due to 
monthly meetings being held by zoom and thus saving on Village Hall hire 
and catering expenses. 


The committee are most grateful to Anne for her proficiency in looking after 
our accounts, producing, as she does, not only our annual accounts, but 
also monthly accounts in advance of each committee meeting, so that 
committee members are informed of the up-to-date position beforehand. 


Monthly Meetings. 

There has been no monthly meetings in the Village Hall since March last year 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, but with the recent removal of restrictions 
we can now meet back in the Village Hall. Arrangements have been made for 
the August meeting to take place there on Tuesday 10th August at 1.45pm, 
our usual meeting time. Members will have received full details which can 
also be found in the August Newsline, including the Special Meeting about 
our Constitution, which is likely to be very short, followed by the AGM which 
should not last longer than around 15 minutes and then what we know as 
our normal monthly meeting will follow, including John R. Whitfield’s talk. 


Going back over the last year, zoom introduced itself, a means of video 
conferencing enabling groups and members to hold virtual meetings. After 
teething problems and becoming familiar with its workings, meetings were 
held, the first in May last year followed by two more and then our monthly 
meetings since early this year.  Some interest groups successfully followed 
suit too.  So, at least there was some communication with members and 
groups and also members without the internet who were kept in touch with 
posted copies of Newsline and other important information received online 
by internet members. 




I look forward to increasing numbers of members attending future monthly 
meetings in the Village Hall, hearing good speakers, socialising with their u3a 
friends and enjoying Elaine’s refreshments. 


Newsline. 

Our monthly Newsiine is the means of communication between the 
committee and members, all of whom receive editions on line or by post if 
not on the internet. Unfortunately there is a dearth of material sent to Colin, 
our editor, for inclusion. I truly hope members and groups will become much 
more active now covid regulations have terminated and think of sending 
material to Colin. It does not have to be u3a based: any items of interest to 
members should be sent and Colin, as editor, will decide if they are 
appropriate for publication. Please also remember u3a is run by members for 
members, so please actively be alert to identify material you can send to 
Colin. He really will be delighted to receive it! 


Grateful thanks go to Colin for carrying out his role as editor with humour!


Outings. 

Due to the virus there have been no outings since our last AGM and none are 
presently planned. Just before the virus struck, Chrissie Marrows arranged a 
visit to The World of Wedgewod at  Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent, but 
unfortunately this did not take place due to the virus restrictions. It is hoped 
to re-instate this visit as soon as Wedgewood re-start taking groups and our 
members are ready to make the trip by coach. 


I would like to hear from members interested in outings, to let me know what  
places they would like to visit. We have enjoyed some excellent outings in 
the past, including visits to the Palace of Westminster with guided tours of 
the Houses of Commons and Lords, the Queen’s Robing Room, Westminster 
Hall and a boat trip along the Thames to the Tower of London: also a 5-day 
visit to the First World War Battlefields of Northern France and Belgium and a 
4-day trip to Holland to see 7 million spring tulips in flower at Keukenhof 
Gardens, visiting Amsterdam, a diamond polishing factory and a gouda 
cheese farm. We have also been to the renowned Christmas Spectacular 
Show at Thursford, Norfolk. So, we need many more memorable outings to 
undertake, so pleased get in touch with me with suggestions.


   




Website. 

Our website gives an impression to anyone interested in finding out about 
our u3a and wanting to see what we do, how enticing we are, make contact 
with us, visit a monthly meeting or in joining us. It is important there is good 
quality material there, well displayed to appeal to enquirers. It is important 
the website is kept up to date with material displayed changing from time to 
time.


 As with Newsline, please be on the lookout for material you consider might 
be useful and get in touch with Colin Simm, our Website Manager, whose 
contact details can be found under the list of Committee Members, below 
Additional Administrative Contacts, towards the end of Newsline.  


Welcomers. 

Welcomers at meetings are the shop window our our meetings and an 
important part of our justified image of being a most friendly, welcoming 
U3A, so they are an important team. Their presence at the entrance to the 
Village Hall has not been required since our last monthly meeting in March 
last year, but they will be there back in fine fettle, welcoming everyone to our 
first meeting back in the Village Hall since then, on 10th August at 1.45pm.


Welcomers work on a rota basis, so if you would like to join them and help 
during the 30 minutes before meetings begin, please contact Keith Bowker, 
the Welcomers Co-ordinator, on 07592 008 962.  


And Finally:  

There are other members to thank for their contribution to the running of our 
u3a: some have yet to re-start perform their tasks, but their presence is 
important. There are those who arrive early before meetings to set out the 
chairs in the Village Hall and those who help to put them away afterwards. 
These are most important tasks and sometimes done anonymously, so thank 
you to those who do so. 


Our thanks go to our Independent Examiner of Accounts, Clive Rogers, who 
checks our accounts submitted by our Treasurer, Anne Hegarty. 


There will be others who carry out tasks quietly, so thank you and long may 
you continue to help our u3a.


Alwyn Foster,

Chairman, 

10th August 2021.




 




Burton Joyce & District U3A 

Treasurer’s Report 

Y/E 30.6.21 

 

 

The accounts are in their usual format that we submit to The Charity Commission. I have attached a 

breakdown of the expenditure showing exactly how your subscription fees have been spent. 

It has been a very quiet year because of Covid 19 so there is not very much to report. 

National Office fees are up by £319.58. Due to a reduction in members, capitation fees are down by 

£210 and Beacon fees by £81. However, because of Covid, the invoice for Third Age Matters magazines 

that is usually sent out in April was not sent until August, so we have paid 2 invoices this year, an extra 

£610. 

At the end of the year we had a total bank balance of £8,946.27. 

 The excess of income over expenditure is £1,561.23. This is due mainly to monthly meetings having 

to be held via Zoom and thus saving on Village Hall hire and catering. 




